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The Income-Based Gap in Test Scores
Has Either Grown …



… Or Just Stayed the Same





The “Problem”:
High School



The “Bright Spot”: Elementary School



READING
•Decoding

Foundational skills:
Phonemic Awareness
Phonics
Fluency

•Comprehension





Leveled 
Reading



FIND THE MAIN IDEA

Much depended on the two overnight batsmen. But this 
duo perished either side of lunch—the latter a little 
unfortunate to be adjudged leg-before—and with Andrew 
Symonds, too, being shown the dreaded finger off an 
inside edge, the inevitable beckoned, bar the pyrotechnics 
of Michael Clarke and the ninth wicket.



THE BASEBALL STUDY
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Just Google It?



FIND THE MAIN IDEA

Much depended on the two overnight batsmen. But this 
duo perished either side of lunch—the latter a little 
unfortunate to be adjudged leg-before—and with Andrew 
Symonds, too, being shown the dreaded finger off an 
inside edge, the inevitable beckoned, bar the pyrotechnics 
of Michael Clarke and the ninth wicket.



“leg-before”?
The LBW Law Made Simple

For a batsman in a cricket match to be given out 
leg before wicket (LBW) a strict set of rules apply, 
to do with where the ball has struck the pitch and 
then hit the batsman’s pad. This figure takes you 
through all the possibilities.







What Knowledge Do You Draw On to 
Understand a Newspaper Article?

“Two appeals by the president, in his private capacity 
and represented by private lawyers, have reached the 
Supreme Court in the past week. One, Trump v. Vance, 
is a formal appeal from a ruling by the federal appeals 
court in New York upholding the validity of a grand jury 
subpoena obtained by the Manhattan district attorney, 
Cyrus Vance, and served on the president’s accountants 
for his personal and business tax records.”
From Linda Greenhouse, “Can the Supreme Court Save Itself?”, NYT 11.24.19



What Does This Have to Do with Testing?





The Narrowing Curriculum
•
•
•
•
•

Reading
Math
Social Studies
The Arts
Science



Passage from 3rd Grade PARCC Test

In one of the most remote places in the 
world, the Canadian Arctic, a people have 
survived over a thousand years. They are 
the Inuit. For the Inuit, the Arctic is a 
place teeming with life. Depending on 
how far north they live, the Inuit find 
everything from caribou herds and polar 
bears to beluga whales.
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the Inuit. For the Inuit, the Arctic is a place 
teeming with life. Depending on how far 
north they live, the Inuit find everything 
from caribou herds and polar bears to 
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What Does This Have to Do with High School?



Knowledge Is 
Like Velcro





The Other Gap:
The difference between what we assume high 
school students know and what many do know





Where did this come from?



John Dewey, 1859-1952:
Father of the Progressive 

Education Movement



The National Reading Panel



Where can we go from here?



New content-focused literacy 
curricula



Listening 
Comprehension 
Exceeds Reading 
Comprehension



A tale of two classrooms





HOW WRITING CAN BUILD KNOWLEDGE 

•

•

Retrieval Practice or the Testing Effect 
Recalling information that has been slightly forgotten

The Protégé Effect
Explaining something to another person in your own 
words









Because, But & So
•

•

•

Andrew Jackson was a popular president 
because _______________.
Andrew Jackson was a popular 
president, but ___________________.
Andrew Jackson was a popular 
president, so ____________________.



Because, But & So
•

•

•

Andrew Jackson was a popular president because he 
was the champion of the common man.
Andrew Jackson was a popular president, but there 
were many critics of his “kitchen cabinet” and “spoils 
system.”
Andrew Jackson was a popular president, so he easily 
won reelection in 1832.



Curriculum Is   
Not Enough 

… But It’s the 
Place to Start



WESTWARD EXPANSION
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