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Navigating the What Works Clearinghouse for 

Alignment With the Every Student Succeeds Act 

(ESSA) Tiers of Evidence 

A Step-by-Step Guide for Ohio Striving Readers  

Subgrant Applicants 

This guide is intended for Ohio Districts applying for 2018 Striving Readers subgrants. Before 

using this guide, it is expected that districts will have conducted a needs assessment and are 

ready to choose evidence-based interventions that meet their needs based on the data. 
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Step 1: Visit the What Works Clearinghouse website  

Located at https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/, this URL will bring you to this page: 

 

Step 2. Navigate to the Literacy page on the Find What Works page 

To view all reviewed literacy interventions, click on the Literacy icon: 

 

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/
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This will bring you to the following page: 

 

Step 3. Watch the five-minute How to Use FWW video  

Before you start searching for interventions, the What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) has a useful 

5-minute video demonstrating all the features of the site. Click on “How to Use FWW.” 
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This will bring you to the following page: 

 

Watch the video for an informative tour of the features of the site, including: 

 how to filter and sort the list of interventions by several different criteria, including how 

to find programs for students like yours and limiting to certain grades, delivery methods, 

evidence ratings, and outcomes;  

 how to compare interventions; 

 how to read the summary of evidence pages; and 

 links to evidence snapshots, intervention reports, and review protocols. 

Step 4. Align interventions and outcomes with ESSA standards 

After watching the video, you can search for interventions that may meet the needs of your 

students. After you have chosen an intervention, you need to determine each outcome’s level of 

evidence under ESSA. To align WWC reviewed interventions and corresponding outcomes with 

ESSA standards, there are three important pieces of information to identify within the 

clearinghouse: effectiveness ratings, the number of students across all samples, and the number 

of locations the studies were conducted in. 

Study/Program 

ratings 
Criteria 

Alignment with Every Student 

Succeeds Act evidence tiers  

Meets standards 

without 

reservations 

 Well-designed, well-implemented 

experimental study with low attrition 

 Well-designed, well-implemented 

regression discontinuity design  

If positive effects with large 

multisite sample = Strong Evidence 

If positive effects without large 

multisite sample = Promising 

Evidence  

Meets standards 

with reservations 
 Well-designed, well-implemented 

quasi-experimental design with 

baseline equivalence (a randomized 

controlled trial with high attrition can 

be reviewed as a quasi-experimental  

design) 

If positive effects with large 

multisite sample = Moderate 

Evidence 

If positive effects without large 

multisite sample = Promising 

Evidence  
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Step 4.1. Does the intervention have a positive or potentially positive effectiveness rating for 

the outcomes I am interested in?  

The filtered and sorted list of interventions will show you at the top what interventions have 

positive or potentially positive outcomes within any literacy outcome and any grade level. To 

determine the evidence rating for each outcome, click on the intervention: 

 

Clicking on an intervention brings you to the Summary of Evidence page.  

 

Interventions often have more than one outcome domain. Outcomes that align with ESSA  

Tiers 1–3 must have positive (demarked with [++]) or potentially positive (demarked with [+]) 

effectiveness ratings. If an outcome has a positive or potentially positive effectiveness rating, 

continue to Step 4.2. If an outcome has an effectiveness rating of mixed effects (some positive 

and some negative effects, demarked with [+ -]), no discernable effects (demarked with [0]), 

potentially negative effects (demarked with [-], or negative effects (demarked with [--]), that 

outcome does not meet the criteria for ESSA Tiers 1–3.  
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Step 4.2. Determine whether outcomes of interest have a large sample. 

The “Students” column on the summary of evidence page lists the number of students across all 

studies that meet WWC standards. For the Ohio Striving Readers grant applications, a large 

sample means at least 500 students across all the studies included that meet the WWC standards. 

If an outcome has at least 500 students, continue to Step 4.3. If an outcome has a total sample 

size of fewer than 500 students (while also having an effectiveness rating of positive [++] or 

potentially positive [+]), that outcome meets Tier 3, Promising Evidence under ESSA.  

 

Step 4.3. Determine whether the outcome of interest has a multisite sample.  

To determine whether an outcome meets the multisite criteria (a “site” under ESSA 

nonregulatory guidance is defined as a local education agency, locality, or state), users need to 

investigate details of the studies that meet standards within the Summary of Evidence page. First, 

click on the “Studies meeting standards” column for the respective outcome: 
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This will bring up all the studies that meet WWC standards:  

 

Clicking on individual studies will take you to the study’s summary page: 
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This summary page shows review details and individual tabs for findings, sample characteristics, 

and study details. The Sample Characteristics tab will show users (where available) a map of the 

United States, with the states included in the study shaded in blue. 

 

In some cases, it will be necessary to read further in the Study Details tab:   

 

After reviewing the Sample Characteristics or the Study Details tab, if the user determines that the 

study sample(s) were multisite, continue to Step 4.4. If the user determines that the study sample(s) 

took place in only one site, the outcome meets Promising evidence (Tier 3) under ESSA.  

Step 4.4. Determine whether outcome aligns with Strong (Tier 1) or Moderate (Tier 2) 

evidence. 

Studies that meet WWC standards without reservations align with the design criteria for Strong 

evidence under ESSA, and studies that meet WWC standards with reservations align with the 

design criteria for Moderate evidence under ESSA. Under the Review Details tab, the page lists 

whether the study met WWC standards with or without reservations. Some outcomes will have 

more than one study that meets standards, and each of those studies has their own rating. 

Alignment can be determined by the following scenarios: 

 If all studies under a relevant outcome meet WWC standards without reservations, the 

outcome meets the criteria for Strong evidence (Tier 1) under ESSA.  
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 For outcomes where some studies meet standards without reservations and some meet 

standards with reservations: 

o If the pooled samples for the studies that meet standards without reservations are 

large and multisite, the outcome meets the criteria for Strong evidence (Tier 1). 

o If the pooled samples for the studies that meet standards without reservations are not 

large and multisite, the outcome meets Moderate evidence (Tier 2). 

 If all studies under a relevant outcome meet WWC standards with reservations, the 

outcome meets the criteria for Moderate evidence (Tier 2) under ESSA. 

 


