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My advice is that we see our families and 
community members as co-creators and 

co-producers of the excellent schools and 
learning opportunities that we want for all 

of our students.

Karen L. Mapp



Five Theories of Action



Reading-Tiered Fidelity Inventory (R-
TFI)

School leadership 
teams assess the 

fidelity of 
implementation to 

identify what parts of 
their MTSS are already 
in place, what needs to 
be improved, and what 
still needs to be done.

https://mimtsstac.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Evaluation/Fidelity/RTFI/MiMTSS%20R-TFI%20Elem%20V2.1.pdf
https://mimtsstac.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Evaluation/Fidelity/RTFI/MiMTSS%20R-TFI%20Sec%20Ver%202.1.pdf






Evidence-Based Strategies in 
Family Engagement and 
Structured Literacy 



Lancaster City Schools

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wx25OWVkNuU


Leverage the work the work you are already doing to 
engage families

What is the goal for 
students? 

How will students 
benefit? 

How will families 
benefit?

How will teachers 
benefit?
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Lancaster City Schools

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CdqyNY0Rybk


Lancaster City Schools

https://sites.google.com/lcsschools.net/medillelementary-literacy-help/home?authuser=0


What do we know about how the 
brain learns to read?



It all starts with language! 

💬 Our brains learn to read from speech to print.  

💬 Reading is not natural, it is a human invention.

💬 Linguistic exchanges not only foster cognitive development, but build trust
through responsive interactions that help our brains to feel safe (survive), so we 
can perform functions like reading (thrive).



Ohio’s Plan to Raise Literacy Achievement, Pg 24

https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Ohios-Plan-to-Raise-Literacy-Achievement.pdf.aspx


Quite simply, children, specifically our brains, 
need to see, hear, and use words 

to be able to read, write and spell words!



The use of language that is sufficiently rich in 
engagement, quality, quantity and context

and

nourishes a child neurologically, socially and 
linguistically.

Talk With Me Baby, Georgia

What is language nutrition?



We believe that the trajectory of children’s 
lives can be changed when 

families,caregivers and educators 
understand the significance of language 

nutrition and how to provide an 
environment rich with responsive 

interactions.



💬 Table Chat

Considering how the brain learns to read and these critical foundational skills 
as a strong predictor of future success, does this challenge your current 
views and approaches to how you might partner with families and your 

community as collaborative brain builders?



If…

“Conversation drives literacy skills and cognitive development across all 

socioeconomic levels, regardless parents' income or education. It's a 

powerful, actionable, and simple tool for all parents to use.”

The Brain-Changing Power of Conversation, Harvard University Graduate School of Education

https://www.gse.harvard.edu/news/uk/18/02/brain-changing-power-conversation


and…

Talking with their children, early and often, is one of the most important things families 
and caregivers can do to build a strong foundation for their children’s education, 
providing them not only the best opportunity to grow healthy brains, but healthy 

bondsthat will last a lifetime.



How might we leverage this to 
strengthen our family, school 
and community partnerships?

then…











Aligning Resources

Early Literacy
Introduction to Dyslexia, K-

3 and Partnering with 
Families to Support Early 

Literacy

Adolescent Literacy
Introduction to Dyslexia, 4-

12 and *Foundations of 
Family Engagement for 
Adolescent Literacy (*in 

process) 

https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/literacypartnershipscourse/
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/literacypartnershipscourse/
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/literacypartnershipscourse/




Systems of 
Support

Florida Center 
for Reading 
Research

Ohio 
Department 
of 
Education

National Center 
on Improving 
Literacy

State Support 
Teams

Ohio Statewide 
Family 
Engagement 
Center

Educational 
Service 
Centers

https://fcrr.org/families
https://fcrr.org/families
https://fcrr.org/families
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Dyslexia
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Dyslexia
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Dyslexia
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Dyslexia
https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Improvement-and-Innovation/State-Support-Teams
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Improvement-and-Innovation/State-Support-Teams
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/
https://www.oesca.org/vnews/display.v/SEC/ESCs
https://www.oesca.org/vnews/display.v/SEC/ESCs
https://www.oesca.org/vnews/display.v/SEC/ESCs


Thank you!

Juakita Bowens
Regional Early Literacy Specialist,
State Support Team 11
juakita.bowens@escco.org

Jen Griffing
Regional Early Literacy Specialist, 
State Support Team 9 
jen.griffing@sst9.org


	Slide 1: The Power of Language:   Building Strong Family and Community Partnerships
	Slide 2: My advice is that we see our families and community members as co-creators and co-producers of the excellent schools and learning opportunities that we want for all of our students.
	Slide 3: Five Theories of Action
	Slide 4: Reading-Tiered Fidelity Inventory (R-TFI)
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: Evidence-Based Strategies in Family Engagement and Structured Literacy  
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Leverage the work the work you are already doing to engage families
	Slide 10: Leverage the work the work you are already doing to engage families
	Slide 11: Leverage the work the work you are already doing to engage families
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: What do we know about how the brain learns to read? 
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: We believe that the trajectory of children’s lives can be changed when families,caregivers and educators understand the significance of language nutrition and how to provide an environment rich with responsive interactions. 
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23: How might we leverage this to strengthen our family, school and community partnerships?
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28: Aligning Resources
	Slide 29
	Slide 30:  Systems of Support
	Slide 31: Thank you!

